ESL WAVE - TEACHER TOOLKIT

Teaching Philosophy Examples

A teaching philosophy is two or three sentences that explain what you believe, what you do in class, and
what students gain. Pick the example closest to you, then rewrite it in your own words.

HOW TO WRITE YOURS

1. Belief — how you think students learn best.
2. Practice — what that looks like in your classroom.

3. Result — what students are able to do because of it.
EXAMPLES

COMMUNICATION FIRST

| believe students learn a language by using it, not by memorizing rules. My classroom is full of purposeful
speaking, low-stakes mistakes and constant encouragement.

EVERY LEARNER COUNTS

Every student arrives with different strengths. | plan for mixed abilities, build in choices, and make sure
nobody is left quiet at the back.

STRUCTURE AND WARMTH

Clear routines and expectations let students relax and take risks. | pair that structure with genuine warmth so
my classroom feels safe and lively.

REAL-WORLD RELEVANCE

| connect lessons to students’ lives — their interests, goals and futures — because language sticks when it
means something to them.

LEARNING THROUGH PLAY

Young learners remember what they do, not what they hear. | teach through songs, movement and games so
every child is speaking English before they realize they are learning.

CLEAR GOALS AND PROGRESS

| set a clear objective for every lesson and check it before students leave. Older students and adults stay
motivated when they can see their own progress.

AVOID

Empty phrases like "l am passionate about teaching” with no example
Long paragraphs — two or three sentences is plenty
Buzzwords you cannot explain in an interview

A philosophy that does not match the age group you are applying for
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